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The Community  Forum commenced at 6 .30pm and was held at  Bargo Community 

Centre  and remotely  v ia  audio  v isual  l ink.  
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OPENING BY THE CHAIRPERSON 

The Chairperson, Cr Deeth opened the Community Forum at 6.30pm.  The Chairperson welcomed all 

those in attendance at the Community Forum.  The Chairperson introduced the Mayor, Councillors, the 

Chief Executive Officer, Directors and other staff to the Community Forum participants. 

The Chairperson stated that the electronic recording of the Community Forum and the use of electronic 

media during the proceedings is not permitted including devices such as laptops, mobile phones, tape 

recorders and video cameras.  The Chairperson requested that participants switch off their mobile phones. 

 

WEBCAST NOTICE 

Members of the public are advised that this meeting is Webcast live for public viewing on Council’s 

website. Audio and video footage taken is of the elected body, senior staff, presenters and registered 

speakers only; your image and voice will not be recorded if you remain quietly within the public gallery. 

Submissions from registered speakers that do not want to be part of the Webcast will be read out by a 

Council representative. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Chairperson acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the Land: 

I would like to pay my respect and acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which this 

meeting takes place, and also pay respect to Elders both past and present. 

 

PRESENT 

Councillors: Gould (Mayor), Gibbs (Online), Rogers, Deeth, Brandstater, Banasik, and Spearpoint. 

Staff: Chief Executive Officer, Director Shire Connections, Director Shire Futures, Director Shire 

Services, Chief Financial Officer, Manager of Governance, Integrity and Ethics, Governance Officer and 

IT Officer. 

 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors: Briggs and Hannan 

 

  



 

 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

COMMUNITY FORUM HELD ON TUESDAY  

16 MAY 2023 

CONTACT   |   P (02) 4677 1100   |   W  wollondilly.nsw.gov.au   |  E  council@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 
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FORMAL COMMUNITY FORUM MATTERS 

1. Community Safety 

CM 1350 

Representatives from Camden and Nepean Police Area Commands (PAC’s) attended the forum 

remotely. An apology from Campbelltown PAC was noted. 

Camden’s Chief Inspector West presented the following Crime data: 

Camden PAC Presentation 
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Business & School inspections  

Police have conducted 72 x business inspections in the Wollondilly Council sector over the past month 

of April to date.  

Police have conducted 14 x school visits in the Wollondilly Council sector over the past month of April to 

date (Buxton primary, Picton Primary (2), Picton high (x5), Bargo public, St Anthony’s catholic 

Menangle, Thirlmere Public etc.  
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Traffic – Injury & Fatal accidents.  This remains a key priority for Camden PAC. I can report there has 

been 1 x fatal accident and 11 injury collisions in the Wollondilly area over the past month of April to 

date. The fatal accident was on the Hume Highway at Wilton on the 16/04/23 and involved a single 

vehicle accident with an international driver who lost control of his vehicle and a rear passenger was killed 

when the vehicle rolled over at speed.  Drugs and alcohol were not a factor.  Causal factor appears to have 

been lack of driving experience / familiarity with Australian Road Rules. The injury collisions mostly 

featured at Wilton (4 recorded incidents).  

Traffic enforcement actions – 62 x enforcement incidents in Wilton, 51 x at Picton, 31 x at Razorback, 

24 x at Bargo, 23 x at The Oaks, 19 x at Thirlmere, 16 x at Pheasants Nest, 15 x at Tahmoor, 12 x at 

Werombi, 11 x at Douglas Park and others at Buxton etc.  

Below is some recent information and examples of our highway patrol run operations targeting unlawful 

driving behaviour and trail bikes over the past couple of months. 
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Person & Vehicle stops / searches  

Police have conducted 17 x person searches and 9 x vehicle searches in your sector over the past month of 

April to date.  

Several questions were asked and answered on the night. The Chair thanked the Chief Inspector for the 

presentation. 

  



 

 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

COMMUNITY FORUM HELD ON TUESDAY  

16 MAY 2023 

CONTACT   |   P (02) 4677 1100   |   W  wollondilly.nsw.gov.au   |  E  council@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

The Chair welcomed Acting Inspector, Darren Riley of Nepean PAC who gave the below presentation. 
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The Acting Inspector spoke to the above data and noted that while some of the crime categories had 

increased this period they represented a very small percentage. For instance, steal from Motor Vehicle 

and Steal form Person made up 1.02% of this crime category for the PAC. 

Participants were encouraged to continue to report crime. 

Questions were asked and answered on the night.  

The chairperson thanked the officers for their attendance.  
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2. 2023-2024 Proposed Rate Structure 

CM 84 

The Chief Financial Officer, Rob Seidel gave the following presentation on the 2023-2024 

proposed Rate Structure and Opportunities for Consultation. 
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Questions were asked and answered on the night. The Chair thanked the CFO for the presentation. 
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COMMUNITY QUESTION/STATEMENT TIME 

In line with the Community Forum Guidelines matters must be submitted on the Community Forum 

Question/Statement Form in order to be addressed. The Record of Proceedings will only record the name of 

the person who raised the Question/Statement, who they represent and the topic discussed. Any additional 

documents handed in on the night will be noted. No verbal comments from the speaker will be documented. 

A copy of all questions submitted by the cut off time is given to Councillors to consider regardless of 

whether they are addressed during the proceedings. 

The Chairperson stated that Community Question/Statement Time is for matters that relate to items in 

Council’s Ordinary Meeting Agenda. Reports are written by Council officers and reflect the views of the 

applicants’ proposal, community views, legal aspects and where appropriate, comments.   

All questions must be submitted in writing prior to 12pm on the day before the Forum. There will be a 

maximum of 2 speakers for and against a matter with each speaker limited to 5 minutes.   

The Chairperson reinforced that Community Forums are to provide information and to allow comment and 

are not a debate night. The Chairperson asked that speakers address them and Councillors on all occasions, 

to stay on the subject matter and avoid making personal remarks about individuals. 

CM 9568 

Ques 1 Mrs Sue Gay representing self 

Item 16.1 - Public Exhibition of the Draft Social Media Policy 

Mrs Gay addressed the Forum. 

 

CM 2583-17 

Ques 2 Mrs Sue Gay representing self 

Item 17.1 – NOM – Dam Murals 

Mrs Gay addressed the Forum. 
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CM 2583-17 

Ques 3 Mrs Sue Gay representing self 

Item 17.4 – NOM – Developer Forum 

Mrs Gay addressed the Forum. 

 

The CEO responded to Mrs Gay’s address to advise that if she has any comments or concerns about 

Council staff or any issues, we will happily look into them. Alternatively, he also listed the State 

Government bodies including the Office of Local Government or the Independent Commission Against 

Corruption is she has concerns in these areas. 
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INFORMAL QUESTION/STATEMENT TIME 

In line with Council’s Community Forum Guidelines matters must be submitted on the Community Forum 

Question/Statement Form in order to be addressed.  The Record of Proceedings will only record the name 

of the person who raised the Question/Statement, who they represent and the topic discussed. Any 

additional documents handed in on the night will be noted. No verbal comments from the speaker will be 

documented. 

A copy of all questions submitted by the cut off time is given to Councillors to consider regardless of 

whether they are addressed during the proceedings. 

The Chairperson stated that this section of the Forum is for general issues which are not on the Council’s 

current Ordinary Meeting Agenda. 

All questions must be submitted in writing prior to 12pm on the day before the Forum. There will be a 

maximum of 2 speakers for and against a matter with each speaker limited to 5 minutes 

 

CM 7884-1 

Ques 1 Mr Rowland Ware representing self 

Topic – Tahmoor Gorge 

Mr Ware addressed the Forum. 

 

Additional documentation was handed in on the night. 

 

CM 97 

Ques 2 Sue Johnson representing self 

Topic – Rate Increases 

The Chief Financial Officer (CFO)addressed the Forum on behalf of Ms Johnson. 

 

The CFO responded to Ms Johnson’s questions on the night. Included in his answers was 

clarification on Council rate peg figure for last year of 1.3%, and the fact that we had made a 

submission to IPART for consideration were none of our proposals has been taken up. 
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CM 4818 

Ques 3 Sue Gay representing self 

Topic – Appin War Memorial 

Mrs Gay addressed the Forum. 

 

The Director Shire Services responded to Mrs Gay’s address on the night to provide an update 

on this project. 
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CONCLUSION AND INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 

The Chairperson thanked those present for attending, for the feedback provided and interest shown in the 

matters discussed.  

About 30 people present. 

The Forum closed at 8.06pm. 
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YOUR COUNCILLORS 

MAYOR 

Cr M (Matt) Gould Mobile: 0427 936 471 

 Email: matthew.gould@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

EAST WARD 

Cr M (Michael) Banasik Mobile: 0425 798 068 

 Email: michael.banasik@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

Cr S (Suzy) Brandstater Mobile: 0407 801 242 

 Email: suzy.brandstater@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

  

Cr M (Matthew) Deeth Mobile: 0428 335 743 

Deputy Mayor Email: matthew.deeth@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

NORTH WARD 

Cr B (Blair) Briggs Mobile: 0418 269 913 

 Email: blair.briggs@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

Cr H (Hilton) Gibbs Mobile: 0407 872 138 

 Email: Hilton.gibbs@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

Cr J (Judith) Hannan Mobile: 0414 557 799 

 

 Email: judith.hannan@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 

 

Cr B (Beverley) Spearpoint Mobile: 0407 822 251 

 

 Email: Beverley.spearpoint@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
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COMMUNITY FORUM DATES 

Community Forums will generally be held on the third Tuesday of each month and will commence at 

6.30pm either in the Council Chambers, Wollondilly Shire Hall 44-62 Menangle Street, Picton or at 

another specified location across the shire 

Dates for the Community Forums for 2023 are as follows: 

 Tuesday 20 June - Council Chambers, Wollondilly Shire Hall 

 Tuesday 18 July - Wilton Community Centre 

 Tuesday 15 August - Council Chambers, Wollondilly Shire Hall 

 Tuesday 20 September - TBA 

 Tuesday 18 October - Council Chambers, Wollondilly Shire Hall 

 Tuesday 15 November - TBA 

 Tuesday 6 December- Council Chambers, Wollondilly Shire Hall 

 


