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Walker Corporation Pty Ltd 
Level 21, Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrar Place 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
 
Dear Mr Beasley, 

RE: DUE DILIGENCE ABORIGINAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT FOR 
REZONING OF LOT 1 DP209779, LOT 1 DP558807 AND LOT 4 DP1160566 40 APPIN ROAD, 

55 MACQUARIEDALE ROAD APPIN NSW 
 

This report has been prepared by MDCA [Mary Dallas Consulting Archaeologists] at your request in 

relation to the proposed rezoning at the above property within Wollondilly Shire, between 

Macquariedale Road and Ousedale Creek in the south western suburbs of Sydney (Figure 1). The 

report presents the results of a Preliminary Due Diligence Aboriginal Heritage Assessment to meet 

the requirements of Due Diligence as per the OEH 2010 Due Diligence Code of Practice for the 

Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales, including a determination of whether further 

archaeological investigation may be required in relation to the current proposal. The primary aim of 

this study was to relocate and assess potential impacts to previously recorded Aboriginal sites within 

the subject land. The current Due Diligence Assessment follows an earlier archaeological 

assessment1 of the subject land. The earlier study was found to be in excess of what was required for 

the rezoning proposal and insufficient to support an application for a s90 AHIP and pre-emptive given 

that impacts are not proposed in the immediate future. 

Contextual Information  

The study area  

The subject land comprises Lot 1 DP209779, Lot 1 DP558807 and Lot 4 DP1160566, 40 Appin Road 

and 55 Macquariedale Road, Appin in the Macarthur Region of NSW. The property is 9km northeast 

of Wilton and 15km south of Campbelltown (Figure 1). The subject land is bounded by Ousedale 

Creek to the west, Appin Road and Sportsground Parade to the east and vacant lots to the north and 
                                                 
1 Heritage Concepts 2007 
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south. It is 60.14ha in size and is intersected by several tributaries of Ousedale Creek. The majority of 

this land is densely vegetated bushland but several heavily disturbed areas are present within the 

southern portion. These disturbed portions include two residential lots in the very southern portion of 

the subject land which have been levelled and ploughed.  

The subject land is located between the Nepean and Georges River Catchments. It is bounded to the 

west by Ousedale Creek which drains into the Nepean River 4.5km to the northwest. It is intersected 

by several tributaries of Ousedale Creek. 

The subject land is subject to a rezoning proposal and possible future residential subdivision as 

indicated in Figure 3. The proposed rezoning will include two areas of low density residential 

allotments as well as two public recreation areas in the eastern portion of the subject land. The large 

densely vegetated area to the west is not part of the current subdivision and has been declared a 

conservation zone. Dividing the conservation zone and the subdivision area is a proposed road 

easement to commence at the northern most boundary of the property and run southward toward 

Macquariedale Road. 
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Figure 1. The subject land (red shading) in its local context. 
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Figure 2. Detail of the subject land (red outline).  

[Note: The pink shaded area represents the area proposed for residential subdivision, The green represents area proposed for 

public recreation, the yellow strip is indicative of the proposed road easement and the blank area is to be reserved as an 

environmental conservation zone].  
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Figure 3. Possible lot layout within the subject land. 
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Aboriginal Community Consultation 

For the purposes of the current additional Aboriginal Heritage Assessment2, consultation was 

undertaken with the Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council (TLALC) and Cubbitch Barta Native Title 

Claimants Aboriginal Corporation (CBNTCAC) to provide an Aboriginal community perspective on the 

assessment, particularly in relation to any cultural/historical associations with the site. The DLALC has 

a statutory responsibility “to promote the protection of Aboriginal culture and the heritage of Aboriginal 

persons”3 within its boundaries, which includes the current subject land.  

A representative of TLALC (Kelly Menzie) and also CBNTCAC (Glenda Chalker) participated in a site 

inspection on 20th November 2013. Both groups were asked to comment on both the site inspection 

as well as any cultural/historical associations with the area considered pertinent to the assessment. 

Neither group knew of anyone with specific attachments or having historical connections to this 

particular area and had none themselves and expressed concerns with any proposed construction 

activities following subdivision.  

The CBNTCAC report is attached to this report (see Attachment 3). After extensive prompting no 

formal response has been received from the TLALC to date.  

Once a site inspection is undertaken by a representative of the Aboriginal community, it is common 

practice that a short report is provided to either the Archaeological consultant or the proponent. 

Initially, Kelly Menzies (TLALC representative present during the site inspection 20/11/2013) was 

contacted via phone (8/01/2014) and claimed to have provided her comments, which were awaiting 

clearance by the TLALC. Ms Menzies indicated that she was in agreement with the results of the 

assessment. She recommended that we speak to the acting CEO. The acting CEO, Ivan Simmons, 

was then contacted by phone who requested that we issue this query to him via email and that he 

would respond as soon as possible. As no return email was received, the Land Council was contacted 

again by phone on 17/01/2014 and then again on 21/01/2014 and finally again on 23/01/2013. In all 

three instances an office administrator was reached who promised to pass on messages to Mr 

Simmons and to notify him that the Due Diligence Report would need to be finalised soon. The 

TLALC was then contacted once more (27/01/2014) but an answering service was reached informing 

the caller that the Land Council were currently restructuring and that staff was currently minimal. A 

message was left at this time but by the time the current report was finalised, The TLALC had yet to 

provide comment( see Attachment 3 for a record of consultation).  

                                                 
2 As the study originally was thought to require an AHIP, a full community consultation in accordance with the requirements of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Amendment (Aboriginal Objects and Aboriginal Places) Regulation 2010 (s80C) [‘the Regulation’] was 
undertaken. Walker Corporation Pty Ltd later decided to review the rezoning so as to not impact the known sites. It was therefore realized 
that only a Due Diligence assessment would be required for the Walker Land.  but that an AHIP will need to be considered by the 
proponents of the adjacent ring road.  
3 Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983, s52(1)(m). 
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Background Information 

The Appin region is situated above the Illawarra escarpment on the cusp of two dominant land 

systems. It is along the eastern margin of the Woronora Plateau and the south eastern boundary of 

the Cumberland Lowlands. Generally, the subject land is on the upper level elevation of a gentle 

sloping landscape drained by Ousedale Creek. These elevations do not contain outcropping 

sandstone, which is limited to the Ousedale Creek flanks and creek bed. This sandstone is extant as 

small ledges and outcrops that have not weathered to form overhangs suitable for habitation and the 

grainy nature of this sandstone means that it would not have provided a suitable surface for 

engravings.  

The subject land is predominantly positioned on the Blacktown soil landscape with a small portion of 

its western boundary within the Hawkesbury soil landscape4. The Blacktown soil landscape is a 

residual landscape comprising gently undulating rises of broad rounded crests and ridges with gently 

inclined slopes on Wianamatta shale. Local relief is to 30m and slopes are usually less than 5%. Soils 

are shallow to moderately deep Red Podzolic and Brown Podzolic. On crests, upper slopes and well 

drained areas are deep yellow Podzolic soils. On lower slopes and in drainage depressions and areas 

of localised poor drainage are Soloth soils. 

The Hawkesbury soil landscape relates to the western edge of the subject land associated with 

Ousedale Creek. This landscape is described as a rugged, rolling to steep hilled area on Hawkesbury 

sandstone. Local relief is 100-200m and slopes are more that 25%. Exposed rock is more than 50% 

and occurs in narrow crests and ridges, narrow incised valleys, steep side slopes with narrow rocky 

benches, broken scarps and boulders. This description does not particularly apply to the portion of the 

subject land attributed to this soil landscape applies as slopes are gentle and sandstone is limited to 

minor outcrops, ledges and boulders along the main creek. The sandstone does not occur in the 

upper reaches of the Ousedale tributaries which traverse the proposed residential areas.  

Recent land use impacts include extensive clearing and intensive agricultural and residential use, 

especially in the southern portion. Prior to this clearing, the subject land is likely to have supported 

Eucalypt woodland and dry sclerophyll forest characterised by Red Gum, Narrow-leaved Ironbark and 

Grey Box. 

 

                                                 
4 Hazelton, P. and P. Tillie 1990. Soil Landscapes of the Wollongong- Port Hacking 1:100000 Sheet Report. The Soil Conservation Service 
of NSW.  
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Register Listings 

A search of the AHIMS Register was undertaken for the current project of a 3km x 3km area centred 

on the subject land5. The search revealed records of 27 previously recorded Aboriginal sites. Four of 

these sites have previously been registered within the subject land, all of which are open artefact 

scatters of isolated finds (see Figure 4). One of these sites is within the area proposed for residential 

zoning.  AP_A1 (#52-2-3526), which is an open artefact scatter, consisting of two quartz flakes found 

in a secondary context along an unsealed 4WD road in an area of active erosion processes. The 

other three sites have been recorded as being located within the strip of conservation land along the 

western boundary of the subject land, these are; AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), AP_A3 (#52-2-3528) and AP-

A4 (#52-2-3529). All three of these sites are isolated finds. 

Site Type No. of Sites Percentage 
Shelter with Art 7 26% 
Potential Archaeological Deposit 5 18% 
Isolated Find 3 11% 
Open Campsite 2 7% 
Shelter with Art and PAD 2 7% 
Shelter with Art and Axe Grinding Grooves 2 7% 
Shelter with Deposit 1 4% 
Axe Grinding Grooves 1 4% 
Modified Tree 1 4% 
Midden 1 4% 
Engraving and open Campsite 1 4% 
Unspecified Site 1 4% 

 

                                                 
5 AHIMS Register search of 7 November 2013 of Lat/ Long: -34.2032/ 150.773 to -34.1915/150.7917 with a buffer of 1km. 
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Figure 4. Summary details of recorded Aboriginal sites most relevant to the current study. 

 

Previous Archaeological Studies 

Heritage Concepts 20076 

The previous study included the entirety of the current subject land in relation to the current residential 

rezoning proposal. The assessment resulted in the location of four low density open campsites. These 

were AP_A1 (#52-2-3526 ), AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), AP_A3 (#52-2-3528) and AP_A4 (#52-2-3529) as 

described above. AP_A4 is a possibly flaked glass, made on a dark green champagne bottle base, 

suggesting ongoing Aboriginal use of the area after European settlement.7 All were recommended for 

collection under a National Parks & Wildlife Act (1974) s90 Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit. No 

further archaeological actions were considered warranted in relation to future development within the 

                                                 
6 Heritage Concepts Pty Ltd 2007. Aboriginal & Historical Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Values Assessment. Proposed Rezoning - 
Macquariedale Road – Appin NSW (Report to Walker Corporation Pty Ltd).  
7 But noting problems of identification associated with such sites. See Irish, P. & Goward, T. 2012. “Where's the evidence? The archaeology 
of Sydney's Aboriginal history”, Archaeology in Oceania 47:60-68. 
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subject land assessed, except archaeological monitoring in areas of dense vegetation or recent sheet 

wash sediment. The assessment involved representatives of the TLALC and CBNTCAC. Both of 

these groups recommended that survey be undertaken prior to land clearing within the area 

assessed. 

Dibden 20028 

An Aboriginal archaeological assessment was undertaken in 2002 by Dibden which included the 

property to the north of the subject land as well as areas west to Ousedale Creek. Dibden located no 

Aboriginal sites despite comprehensive survey and noted high levels of disturbance through past land 

use in this area. She concluded: 

No sites are recorded to be present in the eastern section of the study area in which the 

proposed subdivision is planned. Additionally, no areas of PAD were identified. Accordingly, 

management strategies are not required to be considered by the proponent for this area. (p28) 

It is noted that the report provides specific recommendations to ensure the long term protection of five 

rock shelter sites along Ousedale Creek several hundred metres to the norhwest of the current 

subject land, which include three rock shelters with art. Although the shelters are outside of the 

development area, the potential for vandalism and other damage to these sites through increased 

visitation as a result of the adjacent subdivision was noted. Accordingly it was recommended that an 

active management strategy be devised as part of Management Plans for the shelters.  

Silcox 19869 

Silcox conducted a Aboriginal heritage survey to the immediate east of the subject land for the 

proposed Bulli/Appin Road. Silcox did not identify any sites during this study but concluded the low 

frequency of sites in this area was associated with the absence of suitable rock surfaces and 

sandstone outcrops. 

Austral Archaeology 201010 & 201211 

Survey of the area to the north of the current subject land was also undertaken in 2009 by Austral 

Archaeology in conjunction with the TLALC and CBNTCAC to examine the proposed corridor for a 

sewer line to service future subdivision in the Appin and surrounding areas. Potential Archaeological 

Deposit (#52-2-3767) along the banks of a minor west flowing tributary of Ousedale Creek was 

identified. On the basis of the description provided, it appears that this was recorded due to the 

perceived archaeological sensitivity of minor creek courses to contain evidence of past Aboriginal use 

                                                 
8 Dibden, J. [New South Wales Archaeology] 2002. Proposed Subdivision at Appin, NSW – Lot D DP162904, Lot 12 DP752012, Lot 1 
DP598534, Lot 1 DP819972, Lot 2 DP819972, Lot 2 DP598534 and Lot 100 DP555116 Wollondilly LGA Cultural Heritage Assessment 
(Report to McRoss Developments Pty Ltd). 
9 Silcox, R. (1986) Survey for Aboriginal Sites along the Proposed Deviation of the Bulli/Appin Road No.177, Along Section 8km to 14.5km 
west of the Junction with SH1. Report to the Department of Main Roads, New South Wales. 
10 Austral Archaeology 2010. Proposed Appin Sewerage Scheme: Aboriginal Heritage Constraints Analysis (Report to Sinclair Knight Merz 
Pty Ltd).   
11 Austral Archaeology 2012. Re-Assessment of Site #52-2-3767 Appin Rd to Ousedale Ck Trib PAD Appin NSW. Aboriginal Archaeological 
Assessment (Report to Walker Corporation Pty Ltd).   
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rather than detailed inspection of the area. Another area of open PAD was recorded in association 

with Ousedale Creek (#52-2-3769) though this is some distance from the current subject land. 

Austral Archaeology conducted a re-assessment of PAD #52-2-3767 in 2012, including a detailed 

inspection of the portion of the PAD to the north of the subject land and more detailed consideration of 

contextual archaeological and environmental information. On this basis they revised the boundaries of 

PAD #52-2-3767. Details of the amended extent of the PAD have been forwarded to the AHIMS 

Register. 

Sefton 199612, 199813 and 200214 

To the west of the subject land, Sefton undertook an archaeological investigation of ‘Area 4’ for Appin 

Colliery. Six rock shelter sites with art and/or deposit were recorded.. In 1998 Sefton also reassessed 

numerous previously recorde rock shelters within the Nepean Gorge for the Tower Colliery Longwalls 

16-24. At this time she also recorded seven more overhangs with PAD.  Then in 2002, Sefton 

conducted an investigation of proposed Longwalls 406 to 408 for the Appin Colliery which reassessed 

four previously recorded rock shelters. 

Navin 200015 and  200216 

This was an assessment for the proposed Appin Colliery methane Gas Pipeline, also to the west of 

the subject land. One new Aboriginal site was recorded which comprised a red silcrete flake located 

on the edge of a creek bank. Then in 2002, two more sites were recorded near Rocky Ponds Creek 

as part of the assessment for installation of Optic Cable for a communications route at Appin. These 

sites comprised  a red silcrete flake and a grey basalt ground hatchet head. 

Reeves et al 200617 

This was an Environmental Impact Statement project to the west of the subject land for the Douglas 

Area 7 coal mine. Four open artifact scatters were recorded as part of this study. 

 

 

                                                 
12 Sefton, C. 1996. Archaeological investigation of Area 4, Appin Colliery. Prepared for Collieries Division, BHP Australia Coal 
13 Sefton, C. 1998. Archaeological Investigation of Longwalls 16 and 17 and Future Mining Extensions, Tower Colliery. Prepared for 
Collieries Division, BHP Australia Coal. 
14 Sefton, C. 2002. Archaeological Investigation of Proposed Longwalls 406 to 408, Appin Colliery. Prepared for BHP Billiton, Carbon 
Steel Materials, Illawarra Coal. 
15 Navin Officer 2000. Appin Colliery Proposed Methane Gas Pipeline and Water pipeline Archaeological Survey for Aboriginal Sites and 
European Historical Sites. Prepared for BHP Coal. 
16 Navin Officer 2002. Proposed Communications Cable Route, Appin Colliery, NSW. Archaeological Survey for Aboriginal Sites. A Report 
to BHP Billiton 
17 Reeves, J. Lewczak, C. and Scheer. M. 2006. Douglas Area 7 Longwalls 701 to 704: Impacts on Indigenous and historical 
archaeological sites. EIS. Report BHP Billiton Illawarra Coal. 
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Predictive Modeling 

The distribution of Aboriginal sites in the Sydney region is strongly related to bedrock geology and 

local topographic features, including elevation and the presence of water resources. In general, the 

region appears to most commonly manifest archaeological evidence as rockshelters in association 

with other site types in Hawkesbury Sandstone outcrops. Modelling of site distribution in the region 

also suggests that the location and density/complexity of archaeological evidence is related to stream 

order, though this is a general correlation rather than a determining factor.  

While the subject land has been impacted by clearing and agricultural use, surviving archaeological 

evidence in the vicinity is generally of insitu and undisturbed, and this could also be expected to be 

the case within the subject land. Specifically, the following types of archaeological evidence may be 

anticipated: 

 Shelters with deposit or PAD. Shelters are largely located on ridge slopes, often immediately 

under ridge top escarpments. These sites will in most cases occur within sandstone overhangs of 

a size suitable for sheltered occupation or use during inclement weather. Experience both within 

the local area and the Sydney region in general has demonstrated that many shelter PAD sites 

often contain evidence of occupation when excavated. Furthermore, some sites surveys which 

have located shelter art sites have not looked for, or recorded, whether evidence of occupation 

was present, making it likely that some of these shelter sites also contain such deposit. Given the 

low occurrence of outcropping sandstone it would not be expected that more such sites exist 

within the subject lands.  

 Shelters with Art. The presence of art in shelters is dependent on suitable wall or roof surfaces 

being present. Painted or stencilled art is general observed upon suitable surfaces of the roof or 

walls of a shelter but may be obscured by patination etc. Art is vulnerable to natural erosion and 

graffiti. The relative remoteness of this region means that any of these sites which may occur 

within the subject land should be undisturbed. Again, given the low occurrence of outcropping 

sandstone it would not be expected that more such sites exist within the subject lands. 

 Open campsites are stone artefact scatters and may occur almost anywhere that Aboriginal 

people lived and travelled in the past. The cultural activity represented by these sites may be 

associated with hunting or gathering activities, domestic camps, or the manufacture and 

maintenance of stone tools. Open campsites within the current subject lands are most likely to 

occur in ridge top locations.  

 Isolated artefacts can occur without any associated evidence for Aboriginal activity or occupation. 

Isolated finds can occur anywhere in the landscape and may represent the random loss, 

deliberate discard or abandonment of artefacts, or the remains of dispersed artefact scatters. 

Manuports are items consisting of raw materials of stone that do not naturally occur within the soil 
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profiles of a given region. Transported onto a site by Aboriginal people from sources elsewhere, 

these items will have subsequently been discarded before use as flaked or ground stone tools. 

There is some chance that isolated artefacts may occur within the subject land.  

 Axe Grinding Grooves. These sites are generally located on rock platforms adjacent to 

permanent watercourses or rock pools adjacent to watercourses or on ridge top locations where 

wet-grinding techniques are possible adjacent to natural rock holes and shallow pools. They are 

grooves which result from the manufacture and/or maintenance of the working edge of some 

stone tools such as hatchets. Grinding grooves may occur in large ‘clusters’ that serve to 

facilitate their ready recognition, or may conversely comprise isolated items that are difficult to 

detect within certain light conditions. 

They are particularly vulnerable to water erosion and their continued existence in the past was no 

doubt related to their constant reuse. It is likely that there are unrecorded grinding grooves within 

the subject lands, most likely along or adjacent to creek lines. Grooves can be easily covered by 

grass, moss, algae or water (due to altered flow patterns) and can be extremely difficult to see, 

especially if highly eroded.  

 Rock Engravings. Although there has been little archaeological investigation in this relatively 

remote part of Sydney, few engravings are known to occur in the area. The distribution of 

engraved sites relates to the occurrence of suitable outcrops and surfaces common in sandstone 

formations. Engravings can occur in groups with numerous depictions, or single depictions on 

level sandstone platforms, ledges or small rock exposures. It is currently estimated that over 800 

separate engraved rock art sites (that consist either of individual motifs and/or multiple figures) 

survive within the broader Sydney region. As early as 1899 Aboriginal art sites in the Sydney 

Basin were the focus of study with systematic attempts being made to locate and record 

engraving sites. While it appears no-one observed the Aboriginal owners of Sydney making an 

engraving and apparently none were able or willing to tell the white colonists who had made 

them or what the signified, it is certain that rock painting continued in Sydney after the invasion. 

For example, Aboriginal artists made pictures of sailing ships, soldiers and guns and cattle. Much 

of the interpretation of the engraved and painted art sites in the Sydney region is based on 

comparisons to areas for which information has survived or the art tradition continues. 

None of the engraved figures on rock platforms in the Sydney district have been directly dated. 

However, a number of studies argue that the Simple Figurative engravings around Sydney are 

between 5,000 and 200 years old. Images of sailing boats, bulls and other European subjects 

demonstrate that engravings continued to be made after colonisation. 

Many engravings sites in Sydney’s southwest remain to be located because of the prevalence of 

bush land that remains, and because the nature of the vegetation cover over previously exposed 

sandstone surfaces is known to have changed remarkably over relatively short periods of time. 
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 Scarred or carved trees are the result of bark and/or wood removal for the purpose of 

manufacturing shelters, canoes and shields and/or for designs carved into wood for a range of 

aesthetic, functional and ceremonial reasons which are currently not fully understood. Evidence 

for tree scarification is generally likely to be observed on large and mature trees endemic to the 

region (depending upon the species) either as isolated trees, remnant stands or continuous 

forest. Unless the tree is at least 150 years old and/or the scar at least 100 years old, scarring is 

unlikely to be of Aboriginal origin. It is unlikely that such trees remain within the subject land given 

the land use history of the site. 

Site Visit 

An archaeological inspection of the subject land was undertaken in fine weather on Wednesday 20th 

November 2013 by MDCA archaeologists Mary Dallas and Tamika Goward. A representative of 

TLALC, Kelly Menzie and CBNTCAC, Glenda Chalker, were also present during the survey. The 

entirety of the land proposed for road alignment and residential zoning was inspected at this time as 

well as a general inspection of the remaining land and specifically the previously sites. 

The majority of the subject land is dense regrowth bushland extant in Lot 4 DP1160566 (Figure 5). 

Most of this is within the western portion of the rezoning in an area reserved for conservation but 

some of this bushland will be may be impacted by the proposed road easement as well as some 

areas proposed for residential zones. Vegetation in this bushland area included Paperbark, Tea Tree, 

River Red Gum, Iron bark, Casuarina as well as numerous low shrubs and Sally Wattle. Various 

tracks wind through this area and much rubble and rubbish has been dumped throughout and ad hoc 

camps were also seen (Figure 6 & 7). 

There is an open, cleared area in the middle of the portion proposed for residential zoning which was 

also inspected (Figure 8). This area has been completely cleared, the ground is pitted as a result of 

such clearance and much regrowth Sally Wattle bounded this area as well as a few stands of 

Eucalypt. 

Lot 1 DP 209779 and Lot 1 DP558807, below Macquariedale Road, were also inspected at this time. 

These lots are both completely cleared and are overgrown with pasture grasses (Figure 9 & 10). An 

unsealed vehicle track has been worn around the perimeter of the northern most lot and a residence 

is extant on the southern lot. Access to the western half of the southern lot was not granted at this 

time as the renter, who was a greyhound breeder/ racer, did not want us to disturb his dogs. 

An attempt to relocate site AP_A1 was unsuccessful. This site is located within the northern area 

proposed for residential rezoning. The point for which the coordinate and site description applies was 

visited and thoroughly inspected but no artefacts found. The entire portion of the track and surrounds 

was inspected but visibility was reduced  by leaf litter off track (Figure 11). 
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Along Ousedale Creek regrowth Casuarina was dominant (Figure 12). This vegetation made visibility 

poor and very thick grass and leaf litter covered most surfaces. Some sandstone ledges and 

exposures were encountered along the creek (Figure 12). The sandstone was very coarse and not 

suitable for engravings and no exposures would support tool maintenance.  

An attempt to relocate AP_A2, AP_A3 and AP-A4 was unsuccessful also. The recorded location of 

these sites is on a track 60-70m west of the proposed road alignment. The area appeared to have 

been subject to much slope wash and the track comprised exposed sandy soils (Figure 13 & 14). The 

inspection of this portion of the subject land revealed the presence of 2 isolated stone artefacts, both 

of which are in relatively disturbed areas along a track adjacent to a tributary of Ousedale Creek. A 

description of these artefacts is as follows: 

Artefact Descriptive Notes Raw Material/ Colour Dimensions (mm) 

1 Quartz Flaked Piece 12 x 6 x 2 

2  Red/brown Silcrete Flaked Piece 23 x 13 x 4 

The quartz flake was found in the middle of the west facing slope on the exposed track approximately 

6m south of the creek (Figure 15). The silcrete flake was also found on this track 20m south of the 

quartz flake (Figure 16). Written and photographic recordings were taken at this time as well as GDA 

co-ordinates. Both of the artefacts are not associated with any subsurface archaeological potential. 

The Artefacts were found within 50m of previously registered sites AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), AP_A3 (#52-

2-3528) and AP-A4 (#52-2-3529). As these sites are within such close proximity, these isolated finds 

should be considered part of a site complex and therefore should be altered as such on the AHIMS 

register (see site card in Attachment 2).  All previously recorded sites on this part of the track as 

well as the two artefacts found during the survey are in the conservation area and would not be 

affected by the proposed rezoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Example of vegetation in 

northern portion of the subject land. 
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 Figure 6. Example of rubbish dumping. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7. Ad hoc shelter in bushland of 
the northern portion of subject land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8. View south over open cleared 
area. 
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 Figure 9.  View southeast over Lot  
1 DP209779 toward Lot 1 DP558807. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 10. View west over eastern 
portion of Lot 1 DP558807. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 11. View east over general 
area of AP_A1. 
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Figure 12. Example of small sandstone 
ledges in the vicinity of Ousedale Creek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 13. View north from described 
location of AP_A2 and newly recorded 
quartz artefact toward tributary of 
Ousedale Creek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 14. View north along track 
showing general location of AP_3, 
AP_A4 and newly recorded silcrete 
artefact. 
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Figure 15. Newly recorded quartz artefact. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 16. Newly recorded silcrete 
artefact. 

 

 

 

Conclusions 

The development area is situated in a degrading landscape comprising weathering bedrock which is 

and is frequently washed out. Colluvial sands are likely to redeposit down slope.  

The site has been well traversed by two professional surveys by MDCA and Heritage Concepts. 

Disturbance to the land includes clearing for past agricultural use and some very recent selective 

clearing along portions of the Conservation Zones accessible from vehicle tracks. These tracks 

afforded regular transects and excellent ground surface visibility. Apart from revisiting the previously 

recorded sites within the Conservation Zone, the MDCA survey over the developable land was 

conducted by 4 people at 20-30m apart. The Aboriginal Stakeholders took part in both the Heritage 

Concepts and the MDCA surveys.  
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Sandstone is exposed towards the creek line within the Conservation Zone. None had weathered to 

form overhangs suitable for occupation or painted or drawn art. Sandstone along the actual creek line 

comprised rounded and lenticular cobbles or low ledges and small boulders. It is noted that 

overhangs with art and occupation deposits are located to the north and downstream of the study 

area along the creek.  The development site is at the uppermost reaches of the Creek where no 

overhangs were identified.  No axe grinding grooves or engravings were identified.  

Portions of the subject land were found to contain evidence of past Aboriginal use and archaeological 

potential. Nevertheless, the general area for which the current rezoning proposal relates and would 

involve impact, only relates to site AP_A1 (#52-2-3526 comprising 2 artefacts), which is within the 

currently proposed for rezoning to residential. Collection of these artefacts is virtually impossible as an 

extensive search for the site during the current study could not locate the artefacts. At a time when 

physical impacts will be proposed management options would include either the road alignment be 

revised to avoid this site or that an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) application under s90 of 

the National Parks & Wildlife Act (1974) be sought. 

All other previously recorded sites as well as the two artefacts found during the site inspection are 

within the proposed conservation area and would not be affected by the proposal.  

In conclusion, the portion of the subject land which will be impacted upon by the current proposal, has 

been found to contain no further evidence of past Aboriginal use, and there is no likelihood for 

surviving deposits of Aboriginal stone artefacts i.e., there are no potential archaeological deposits[ 

PADs]. This being said, the northern area currently proposed as rezoning for residential  will affect 

site AP_A1 (#52-2-3526 which no longer can be found).  AP_H1 is an historic scatter of ceramic 

piping adjacent to AP_A1. This scatter, its significance and management requirements has been 

addressed in the accompanying Historic Archaeological assessment18.  AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), AP_A3 

(#52-2-3528) and AP-A4 (#52-2-3529) are located between 50 and 100m to the west of the proposed 

road fringing the rezoning proposal and are in the conservation area. With the exception of the 

recommended actions below, no further archaeological investigations are considered warranted within 

the subject land in relation to the current proposal.  

Recommendations 

The following recommendations are based upon:  

                                                 
18 MDCA Dan Tuck 2014 Proposed Residential Rezoning Macquariedale Road, South Appin, NSW.  Initial 
Historic Heritage Assessment. Report to Walker Corporation. 
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 the legal requirements and automatic statutory protection provided to items of Aboriginal heritage 

under the terms of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (as amended), where it is an offence 

to knowingly or unknowingly harm an Aboriginal object; 

 the results of the current study which are documented in this report; and 

It is recommended that: 

1. An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) application under s90 of the National Parks & 

Wildlife Act (1974) be sought for site AP_A1 (#52-2-3526) prior to any future on site ground 

breaking or construction activities i.e., at the time of an approved DA. The application for an AHIP 

may require provision for some testing as per the request of Glenda Chalker of Cubbitch Barta 

(see Attachment 3). 

2. Identified sites to the west of the rezoning proposal the road alignment, AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), 

AP_A3 (#52-2-3528) and AP-A4 (#52-2-3529) need to be managed for preservation within the 

conservation zone. 

3. A site card should be submitted for the two artefacts recorded during the current study. As the two 

artefacts were within 50m of previously registered sites AP_A2 (#52-2-3527), AP_A3 (#52-2-

3528) and AP-A4 (#52-2-3529), these sites should be considered part of a site complex rather 

than several isolated finds and therefore should be altered as such on the AHIMS register. 

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mary Dallas 
Principal Heritage Consultant 
Mary Dallas Consulting Archaeologists 
12.2.2014 
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Attachment 1  

AHIMS Online Search Records 
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Attachment 2 

Site Cards and Updates 
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Attachment 3 

Community Consultation Record  
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DATE  TIME  NAME  AFFILIATION  CONTACT  DETAILS  

20/11/13  9am-4pm  Kelly Menzies  Tharawal LALC  In person  
Ms Menzies was present for the entirety of the site inspection. She indicated 
that she was in agreement with the results of the inspection.  

8/01/14  3:10pm  Kelly Menzies  Tharawal LALC  Mobile  

 
Asked Ms Menzies for her report on the site inspection, which she attended 
on 20 Nov 2013. Told MDCA to ring the acting CEO as it was not her 
responsibility and that she had passed along her comments to TLALC to be 
signed off.  

8/01/14  3:20pm  Ivan Simmons (CEO)  Tharawal LALC  Work  

 
Acting CEO told MDCA if an email was sent to him he would respond ASAP. 
An email was sent at 3:30pm the same day. As of 17/1/2014 we have not 
heard back.  

17/01/14  11:30am  Ivan Simmons (CEO)  Tharawal LALC  Work  

 
The secretary could not get the call through to Mr Simmons so a message 
was left informing him that MDCA must finalise the report shortly. MDCA 
was told that the secretary would pass the message along and that Mr 
Simmons would get back to us ASAP.  

21/01/14  3:20pm  Tharawal administration  Tharawal LALC  Work  

 
Spoke to admin (Sky).Mr Simmons was currently busy but she took a 
message which she said she would make sure to pass along to him as soon 
as she got off the phone.  

23/01/14  10:00am  Tharawal administration  Tharawal LALC  Work  

 
Spoke to admin again. Could not get on to Mr Simmons, another message 
was left for him. MDCA again notified TLALC that we would have to submit 
the report soon.  

27/01/14  3:00pm  Tharawal administration  Tharawal LALC  Work  

 
Answering machine reached which indicated that TLALC were currently 
restructuring and that staff was minimal but that the answering machine 
would be checked by said staff once a day. A message was left at this time.  
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