
Southern Highlands Zone
Fire T hresho ld (Octo b er 2015)*

*Calculated using Vegetation Formations of NSW (version 3.00)
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T he NS W  R ura l Fire S ervic e m a kes every effo rt to  en sure the qua lity o f the in fo rm a tio n  a va ila b le
o n  this m ap.  Befo re relyin g o n  the in fo rm a tio n  o n  this m ap, users sho uld c a refully eva lua te its
a c c ura c y, c urren c y, c o m pleten ess a n d releva n c e fo r their purpo ses, a n d sho uld o b ta in  a n y
appro priate pro fessio n a l a dvic e releva n t to  their partic ula r c irc um sta n c es.
T he NS W  R ura l Fire S ervic e c a n  n o t gua ra n tee a n d assum es n o  lega l lia b ility o r respo n sib ility
fo r the a c c ura c y, c urren c y o r c o m pleten ess o f the in fo rm a tio n .
Date Created: 9/10/2015   Created By: Erin  Hein ric h, GIS  S uppo rt
2015 NS W  R ura l Fire S ervic e

BFMC Bo un da ries (in c l 5km  Buffer) NS W  R FS Oc to b er 2015
Data Type Source Date
Data Dictionary:

T o wn s o r L o c a tio n s NS W  LPI Octo b er 2015
R o a d Netwo rk NS W  LPI Octo b er 2015
Dra in a ge NS W  LPI Octo b er 2015
Fire T hresho ld NS W  R FS Oc to b er 2015
S tate Ba c kdro p NS W  LPI Octo b er 2015

Disclaimer:
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±1:158,000@ A0

Vegetatio n  c a tego ries (Keith, D. 2004) a n d T im e S in c e Fire datasets ha ve b een  c o m b in ed to
pro duc e this Fire T hresho ld m a p.  T a b le 1 (in terpretatio n  o f Ken n y et a l, 2004; NS W  R FS ,
2006) lists the Fire T hresho ld va lues used fo r ea c h vegetatio n  c o m m un ity to  c a lc ula te the Fire
T hresho ld c a tego ries.
Ea c h vegetatio n  c o m m un ity has a m in im um  a n d m a xim um  fire regim e thresho ld (Ken n y et a l,
2004).  A fire in terva l b etween  these thresho lds (within  thresho ld) is the tim e b etween  fire
even ts that a spec ific  pla n t o r vegetatio n  c o m m un ity n eeds, to  a vo id b ein g at risk fro m  a
dec lin e in  b io diversity.  A dec lin e in  b io diversity usua lly o c c urs as a result o f either to o
in frequen t (a b o ve m a xim um  thresho ld) o r to o  frequen t b urn in g (b elo w m in im um  thresho ld).
S o m e vegetatio n  fo rm a tio n s are c lassified as fire in to lera n t a n d therefo re do  n o t ha ve a fire
thresho ld.
Fire frequen c y, fire in ten sity, seaso n , exten t (patc hin ess) a n d type o f fire a lso  in fluen c e whether
o r n o t a spec ific  fire even t has c a used o r is likely to  c a use a dec lin e in  b io diversity.
T he m a p will b e used to  assist the BFMC in  develo pin g appro priate fire m a n a gem en t strategies
to  reduc e the risk o f assets b ein g a ffec ted b y wildfire, a n d where po ssib le, n o t im pa c tin g
n ega tively o n  lo c a l b io diversity.
Additio n a l in fo rm atio n  a b o ut the fire thresho ld m a p m a y b e fo un d in  the do c um en t ‘Bush Fire
R isk Ma n a gem en t Pla n n in g Guidelin es fo r BFMCs’.
References:
- Keith, D. (2004). Oc ea n  S ho res to  Desert Dun es: T he Native Vegetatio n  o f NS W  a n d the
ACT. Departm en t o f En viro n m en t a n d Co n servatio n .
- Ken n y, B., S utherla n d, E., T a sker, E., a n d Bra dsto c k, B. (2004). Guidelin es fo r Ec o lo gic a lly
S usta in a b le Fire Ma n a gem en t. NS W  Bio diversity S trategy. NS W  Natio n a l Parks a n d W ildlife
S ervic e.

R a in fo rest NA NA
Vegetation Formation Min. Threshold (LMZ) Max. Threshold

W et S c lero phyll Fo rest (S hrub b y) 30 60
Alpin e Co m plex NA NA

Grassy W o o dla n d 8 40

Dry S c lero phyll Fo rest (S hrub b y / Grassy) 8 50
Dry S c lero phyll Fo rest (S hrub b y) 10 30

Grassla n d 3 10

Heathla n ds 10 30

Fo rested W etla n ds 10 35

S em i-arid W o o dla n ds (Grassy) 9 No  Ma x

Arid S hrub la n ds (Chen o po d) NA NA
Arid S hrub la n ds (Ac a c ia ) 15 No  Ma x

S em i-arid W o o dla n ds (S hrub b y) 15 No  Ma x

Freshwater W etla n ds 10 35

S a lin e W etla n ds NA NA

Table 1: Fire Threshold Values

W et S c lero phyll Fo rest (Grassy) 15 50

Legend

Hydrology
Hydro -L in e Peren n ia l
Hydro -L in e No n  Peren n ia l
Dra in a ge Peren n ia l
Dra in a ge No n  Peren n ia l

Major Roads
Ma jo r R o a d S ea led
Ma jo r R o a d U n sea led
S ec o n da ry R o a d S ea led
S ec o n da ry R o a d U n sea led

Jurisdiction
J urisdic tio n
BFMC 5km  Buffer
Other S tates
NS W

Threshold
Ab o ve

Belo w
In to lera n t

W ithin


