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Interpretive Signage at the Argyle St Bridge, Picton and the Viaduct 
606 TRIM 1040 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The purpose of this report is to respond to two Council resolutions 
regarding environmental enhancements along Stonequarry Creek in 
Picton 
 

 It is also to provide Council with the opportunity to adopt the Review of 
the Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan (RSCVMP) 
The revised SCVMP considers native vegetation, weeds, revegetation 
opportunities and interpretive signage as well as identifying 
opportunities and constraints to enhancing the environmental aspects of 
Stonequarry Creek around the Argyle Street Bridge, the Picton CBD 
and the Viaduct. 

 
This report recommends: 
 
 That the Revised Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan be 

adopted by Council 
 

 That Council investigate opportunities for external resources and 
partnerships to undertake the recommendations of the Revised 
Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan 
 

 That Council consult with Crown Lands to gain access rights for any 
future works within the creek area.  
 

REPORT 

On 15 August 2014 Notice of Motion 280/2014 resolved: 
 
"That Council develop a strategy to enhance the environmental aspects of the 
stretch of Stonequarry creek around the Argyle Street Bridge and Picton CBD 
and continue to identify and source resources to implement this strategy." 
 
On 12 June 2014 a Notice of Motion 204/2014 resolved: 
 
"That a report come to Council regarding strategies which includes signage, 
promotional material and funding opportunities, to improve the appearance 
and environment of the area around the viaduct in Picton." 
 
This report aims to provide Council with information concerning the reviewed 
plan and to address the above resolutions. 
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BACKGROUND 
Original SCVMP 
 
In 1996 Council commissioned the development of the original Stonequarry 
Creek Vegetation Management Plan (SCVMP) as part of the Stonequarry 
Creek Floodplain Management Strategy.  The SCVMP covers the area of 
Stonequarry Creek from the junction of Racecourse Creek downstream to the 
Viaduct at Victoria Oval.  
 
The objectives of the original SCVMP were to create a valuable corridor of 
vegetation that improves biodiversity, habitat and other environmental 
attributes whilst mitigating floods in the area.  The preferred flood mitigation 
option adopted by Council from the Floodplain Management Strategy was 
"Stream Clearing."  
 
A priority risk area identified in the plan is within 150m upstream and 
downstream of the Argyle St Bridge, Area 1b (see map below).  Works have 
been focused on this area since the commencement of the program in 2001, 
i.e. woody weed control, debris removal and bank stabilisation.  
 
The SCVMP provides specific guidelines on revegetation activities within this 
area stipulating that revegetation is to be sparse with a focus on sedges and 
rushes and the occasional small shrub.  Trees can only be planted outside of 
the channel at a vertical height of 8m above the creek line. 
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Zone 1b, ~150m upstream and downstream of the Argyle St Bridge, Picton 
 
The objectives of the original SCVMP must specifically be implemented in a 
manner which: 
 Does not impede water flow or increase flood risk during high flow 

events 
 Control exotic and weed species 
 Enhance native species and resilience 
 Consider and implement measures that reduce both nutrient loading 

and water pollution of the creek system  
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 Provide information and educational aspects of the site 
 Develop an ongoing management strategy 
 Continue to seek and source external funding and partnerships to 

implement the strategy. 
 
SCVMP activities undertaken to date 
Date Activity Budget 
2001 Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan 

commenced with employment of a project 
coordinator, engagement of contractors to 
undertake weed control and bank stabilisation and 
a number of community education activities and 
events. Interpretive signage was installed at 
various locations along Stonequarry Creek 
including the Argyle St Bridge and the Viaduct. 

$189,000 

Jan 2002 til 
the present 

Green Corps / Green Army team engaged to 
undertake works on Stonequarry Creek identified in 
the plan. 

  

2002 Continued community education and engagement, 
contractors engaged to continue weed control and 
bank stabilisation program. 

$135,000 

Dec 2003 - 
Dec 2004 

Privet control program from HNCMA grant $82,000 

Apr-06 Willow Control project  $6,000 

July 2006 til 
the present 

Contractors engaged annually to undertake 
ongoing maintenance, woody weed control and 
bank stabilisation  

$12,000 
per 
annum 

December 
2015 

Review and update the Stonequarry Creek 
Vegetation Management Plan 

$1,000 

 
Other work activities that have occurred on other parts of Stonequarry 
Creek 
 Stonequarry Creek Landcare (Viaduct) 
 Kooris on the Move / Bushtucker Garden. Corporate Tree planting day, 

Council Staff Planting National Tree Day 2014 
 Viaduct funding, HNCMA $7,000, 2010/2011 
 Racecourse Creek Funding, HNCMA $7,000, 2013 
 Picton Sports ground plantings, Interfaceflor Corporate day, National 

Tree day 2013 
 Green Army has worked at various sites along Stonequarry Creek 

2014 / 2015 including the Argyle St Bridge area and the Viaduct. 
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The Revised SCVMP 
 
In 2015 Council engaged Proust Bushland Services to undertake a review 
of the SCVMP in regard to the current state of the vegetation along the 
riparian zone from Racecourse Creek to the viaduct using 3 zones: 
 
 Zone 1: Between Racecourse creek and Elizabeth Street 
 Zone 2: Between Elizabeth Street and Coull Street 
 Zone 3: Between Coull Street and the Viaduct. 
 
The review area was located in the riparian zone ( average bank width of 
20M) along a 2.4 km section of the creek.  
 
The following data was collected as part of the review: 
 
 Native vegetation (canopy, understory and ground layer), their 

densities, numbers, health and locations 
 All woody weeds, exotic climbers and noxious weeds, their 

densities, numbers, locations and recommended treatments 
 Potential revegetation areas and implementation strategy 
 Identify sites for interpretive signage. 
 
The revised plan continues to keep the principles of maintaining a cleared 
stream area while also enhancing the environmental aspects of the riparian 
zone. The revised plan highlights the changes in the riparian zone 
vegetation since 2001 and also considers updating existing interpretive 
signage and identifies further revegetation opportunities. 
 
It contains the following recommendations (in summary): 
 
 Prioritize zones and keystone weed species. 
 Implement a weed control and minimisation program 
 Develop a revegetation program 
 Develop or replace interpretive signage regarding environmental 

and heritage values of the Creek. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Consultation has occurred with Proust Bushland Services and Council 
Officers from both the Environmental Services and Infrastructure Planning 
Sections. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Council engaged Proust Bushland Services to review and update the 
Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan. Funds were made 
available to undertake this activity from the Stormwater Levy Fund. 
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Ongoing funds are available from the flood mitigation fund i.e. $12,000 per 
year to implement the recommendations of the SCVMP. 
 
Any other activities such as landscaping / beautification works, interpretive 
signage upgrades around Argyle St Bridge and the Viaduct will require extra 
funding.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Review of the Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan 2016. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the Revised Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan be 
adopted by Council. 

 
2. That Council to investigate opportunities for external resources and 

partnerships to undertake the recommendations of the Revised 
Stonequarry Creek Vegetation Management Plan. 

 
3. That Council consult with Crown Lands to gain access rights for any 

future works within the creek area.  
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