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Tree canopy cover in most of Australia’s major cities is less than 20% (e.g. Sydney has one of the lowest canopy covers of the major Austalian 
cities with just 15% of the city covered). An additional 10% tree canopy coverage can be achieved by planting more trees in laneways and 
residential streets. Such an increase could contribute to surface temperature reduction of around 15°C by providing shade over paving, walls, 
and roofs. This results in a UHI reduction of 1.5°C at precinct scale. Street tree canopy can be increased by planting shade trees in footpaths, 
forecourts and street medians.

This thermal image taken in January 2017 heatwave shows the impact of urban heat islands in Melbourne. Taken by an Elizabeth Street heat 
camera opposite Queen Victoria Market.
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*Calodendron capense
CAPE CHESTNUT

*Hymenosporum flavum
NATIVE FRANGIPANI

Acer rubrum
RED MAPLE
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*Angophora costata
SMOOTH BARKED APPLE

*Corymbia gummifera
RED BLOODWOOD

*Eucalyptus globoidea
WHITE STRINGYBARK

*Elaeocarpus reticulatus
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*Eucalyptus parramattensis
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*Agathis robusta
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*Araucaria columnaris
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PICTON ROAD PLANTING BUFFER
 In order to prevent unauthorised pedestrian access to the batter along Picton 
Road, we would propose the following:
 
•Planting of a 2.0M width sward of Gahnia sp (Sword Grass) (height 0.75M) 
immediately to the rear of the kerb in order to prevent overhanging of foliage to 
the road corridor, along with the benefit of its antisocial foliage;
 
•Planting of mixed grouping of fast growing, dense and prickly foliaged trees to 
screen the 1.8M height acoustic barrier. Species to include:
Allocasuarina littoralis, Allocasuarina torulosa, Callitris rhomboidea, Casuarina 
cunninghamiana and Melaleuca stypheloides.

At the completion of the maintenance period we would anticipate that only 
occasional and sporadic maintenance would be needed to deal with occasional 
weed growth. 

At the end of maintenance period the expectation would be for considerable 
tree growth to have occurred that will supress weed germination and ensure 
the proposed noise wall is screened and not a target for graffiti . The use of 
Allocasuarina and Casuarina species has been specifically selected with this in 
mind.
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