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State and Federal Issues Briefing Paper 
 
 
Title: New public high school in the North of the Shire and ensuring the Shire’s 

one existing public high school has adequate infrastructure and facilities  

Date: August 2018  

 

Key issues (What problem/issue needs to be resolved?) 

 Wollondilly has a cohort of 4269 12-17 year olds and only 1 public high school and 1 
private high school with a joint capacity of 1577 

 The Department of Education School Assets Strategic Plan for new high schools does not 
take into account development and planning data from Local Councils 

 Department of Education catchment areas in the North Ward have students travelling up 
to 2 hours to access high school 

 

 

Action sought Timeframe 

 Council continues to lobby for another high school in the 
North Ward  

 Council continues to liaise with Schools Planning staff 
to ensure ground truthing of data 

 Council lobbies for a change in policy around the 
provision of a new high school based on a 7000 lot 
subdivision, to include infill development 

 Council continues to advocate for appropriate amenities 
in high schools such air conditioning in Picton High 
School 

 

Immediate Future 

 
Contact for telephone discussion (if required) 

Name Position Telephone Suggested 
first contact direct line after hours 

Peter Wright 
Manager Community 
Outcomes 

508 0409657284 

 

The Briefing note:  

Purpose of briefing 

To provide information and an analysis of the need for a new high school in the North 

Ward.  

Executive Summary  

Council supports the recommendation to have a new high school in the North Ward. 
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Overview of the issue  

Wollondilly has a cohort of 4269 12-17 year olds and only 1 public high school and 1 

private high school with a joint capacity of 1577. 

Wollondilly Shire has a growing primary school population with 17.6% of the population 

are 11 years and younger (2016) (communities of change) (Appendix 1) 

The actual number of primary school aged children is higher than high school aged 

children at 5219 – so the next generation of students is a fifth larger without taking into 

account any population growth. This group grew by 421 from 2011-2016. The current 

2nd school provision is not catering for the natural growth in the shire. Detailed statistics 

of the North Ward are available in Appendix 2. 

Picton High School currently has 1121 students enrolled and is being refurbished to 

increase the capacity to 1500 students by 2022. Further expansion to cater for an 

additional 500 students is possible in the future. However, this will only keep up with 

current demand (Appendix 3). 

Wollondilly Anglican College (WAC) at this point in time has approximately 456 

students enrolled. WAC attracts many students from outside the Wollondilly Shire from 

areas such as the Southern Highlands. 

Due to limited capacity of local high schools there is an exceptionally high number of 

students travelling out of the Wollondilly Shire for high school every day. Every year 

Council provides a high school high achievers awards night and 27 different schools 

are represented.  

The NSW Government's 2018/19 Budget includes $6 billion over four years to deliver 

more than 170 new and upgraded schools. This includes an additional $160 million 

spend as part of the record $747 million maintenance investment announced last 

year.  

However, the only new public high school planned for in the Wollondilly Shire is at 

Wilton Newtown to accommodate 2000 students and is forecast to be completed in 

2021 or beyond (Appendix 4). There is also one new independent High School planned 

for Wilton. This is to cater for the population of the growth precinct. 

The next closest new high school to the Wollondilly Shire is at Oran Park to 

accommodate 2000 students and is forecast to be completed in 2020 (Appendix 5). 

The NSW Government has invested $500 million to provide a sustainable air 

conditioning program for NSW schools. A NSW Department of Education media 
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release in June 2018 stated all new schools and school upgrades will have air 

conditioning installed in all classrooms and libraries. 

Why does the issue exist/how did the issue originate? 

Population growth, new development and geographical location are the main causes 

for this issue.  

The Department of Education planning catchment areas for schools in Wollondilly 

such as Glenmore Park (Appendix 6) and Camden High Schools (Appendix 7) 

contributes to some Wollondilly students to travel up to 2 hours each way to school 

on busses.  

What are the impacts of the issue? 

Travel time to school where children leave early on school buses or parents having 

longer drop off and pick up times contributes to paucity of time issues for families and 

places considerable pressure on home life. This issue is compounded by the fact that 

many parents are also working outside the Wollondilly Shire.   

Often young people are leaving at 6.30 am and returning at 6pm due to bus travel 

times. This leads to a reduction in time young people have to spend on homework, 

recreation, sporting, peer activities and employment outside school hours. It may also 

lead to social isolation as peer groups are located out of area. 

These issues can lead to young people having limited connections with the local area 

and limited time to participate in local services. Community services providing 

outreach services to the area have found it difficult to engage with young people as 

the hours they provide do not allow for the large travel times to and from school that 

young people in the Shire have to cope with. 

Who is impacted by it? 

Students, families, community services, businesses. 

Council Resolutions (regarding the issue)  

There have been three Council Resolutions in relation to this topic:  

1. 36/2017 (Appendix 8) 

2. 106/2018 & 54/2018 – Council submit a formal submission to the Department 

of Planning for the Picton High School Redevelopment (Appendix 9) and 

Submission (Appendix 10) 

3. 80/2018 – Council write to the Minister for Education Hon. Rob Stokes 

(Appendix 11). For the letter and response see (Appendix 12 &13) 
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Community views on the issue (CSP)  

There is strong community support for this issue with many residents directly affected. 

This issue has also been highlighted in the media. (Appendix 14). 

State Government view on the issue and statewide significance? 

The NSW State Government has developed a School Assets Strategic Plan (2018 – 

2031). The Strategic Plan sets the direction and framework for lower level plans and 

delivery of sufficient fit-for-purpose places for students where and when required up to 

2031. The plan includes forecast demand for future learning spaces and schools. The 

framework for projecting school enrolments includes factors of density/urban form, 

demographics, past trends/development lifecycle. Data is gathered from the following 

sources 

 Department of Planning and Environment 

 ABS 

 Medicare data on children aged 0-5 

 School enrolment data 

 Non-government school enrolment data 

The Department has advised that it now takes a ‘place based’ approach to schools 

planning and it’s staff are in touch with a range of agencies including local government 

to obtain information on local growth issues to supplement the latest population 

forecasts from Department of Planning and Environment.  

Under the new approach the State Government plans to absorb the significant 

population growth through 

 Increasing the maximum number of students that can be enrolled in each new 

and developed school 

 Increasing the use of demountable classrooms 

 Consolidating existing assets 

 Improved classroom utilisation 

 Building larger schools on smaller sites (vertical schools)1 

Gareth Ward MP responded to Mayor Judith Hannan’s letter to the Hon Rob Stokes, 

Minister for Education advised that Glenmore Park High School currently services the 

North Ward and has sufficient capacity and can be expanded to meet expected 

enrolment demand if required in the future.  

                                                 
1 Audit Office, New South Wales Auditor-General’s Report, Performance Audit, Planning for School 
Infrastructure, Department of Education 4 May 2017. 
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Picton High School’s redevelopment is expected to be completed in 2022 and will 

accommodate up to 1500 students, further expansion of Picton High School is possible 

to cater for an additional 500 students is possible in the future.  

The Western Sydney City District Plan – Connecting Communities has 7 Actions 

related to high school education. See Appendix 15 for a summary table of the 

actions.  

Actions 

 Council continues to lobby for another high school in the North Ward  

 Council continues to liaise with Schools Planning staff to ensure ground 

truthing of data 

 Council lobbies for a change in policy around the provision of a new high 

school based on a 7000 lot subdivision, to include infill development 

 Council continues to advocate for appropriate amenities in high schools such 

air conditioning in Picton High School 
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New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 21 of 30 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 22 of 30 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 23 of 30 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 24 of 30 

 

 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 25 of 30 

 

 

APPENDIX 11 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 26 of 30 

 

 

APPENDIX 12 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 27 of 30 

 

 

APPENDIX 13 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 28 of 30 

 

 

APPENDIX 14 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 29 of 30 

 

 

APPENDIX 14 



New public high school in the North of the Shire - Page 30 of 30 

 

APPENDIX 15 


